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            HARMONY SCIENCE ACADEMY

                                    701 S. Industrial Blvd, Suite 115, Euless, Texas  76040 ( Tel: 817.354.3000 ( Fax: 817.354.3008 (www.hsaeuless.org

February 24, 2010
Re: TAKS February Administration
Dear Parent(s):

TAKS testing time has come. On March 3, 2010, 4th and 7th grade students will take the tests. We are confident that our students are ready. Students and teachers alike have been working rigorously since the beginning of the school year to master the skills needed to be successful on the TAKS tests. 

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) is a state mandated test which was administered beginning in the 2002-2003 school year. The TAKS measures the statewide curriculum in reading at Grades 3-9; in writing at Grades 4 and 7; in English Language Arts at Grades 10 and 11; in mathematics at Grades 3-11; in science at Grades 5,10, and 11; and social studies at Grades 8, 10, and 11. 
March 2010 tests will be administered on the following dates. 

	Grade
	Subject
	Test Dates

	7
	Writing
	March 3,2010

	4
	Writing
	March 3,2010


 Several things you can do to help ensure a successful testing experience is that your student arrives on time, fully rested and prepared to test. It is also important to make sure your child eats a good dinner the night before, if not a good breakfast the morning of testing. Similarly, encouraging your student to do his or her personal best can greatly improve self-confidence levels leading to better performance. 

You will also find one document regarding HSA procedures for cellular telephones/electronic devices. Please go over these procedures with your child to communicate their importance and why these measures are being implemented.

Thank you for all you do to help your child be as successful as possible, and for all of your contributions to Harmony Science Academy.
I will be more than happy to assist if you have and questions.

Mehmet Basoglu
Dean of Academics
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                        701 S. Industrial Blvd, Suite 115, Euless, Texas  76040 ( Tel: 817.354.3000 ( Fax: 817.354.3008                  (www.hsaeuless.org
February 24, 2010
Re: Procedures Regarding Cellular Telephones and Electronic Devices

In order to maintain and preserve the security and confidential integrity of state tests, communication devices will NOT be allowed in any testing area on the days of testing. A communication device includes but is not limited to cellular telephones, pagers, music and/or recording devices, video recorders, cameras, and organizational tools (PalmPilot, Blackberry, etc.).

If a student is found to possess a communication device while inside an active testing room, the test of that student may be voided and would not be scored by the state. Students are strongly encouraged to NOT bring these devices on test days. Students who forget and bring a device will have the opportunity to relinquish the device to the test administrator before the test begins. The students' name will be attached to the device and will be returned to the owner once all testing is complete or the student leaves the room.

Students and parents need to be aware that these communication devices can compromise the integrity of a test.

Thank you for your cooperation in advance.

Mr. Kilic
Dean of Discipline
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Estimado padre de familia o tutor:

Esta carta tiene la finalidad de informarle de un cambio que la Agencia de Educación de texas (TEA) ha hecho en cuanto a los procedimientos de evaluación de la prueba TAKS. A partir de esta primavera, a los estudiantes en los grados 9, 10 y nivel de slida se les pedirá que firmen un juramento de honor antes de tomar la prueba TAKS. Este juramento aparecerá en ingles en cada uno do los documentos de respuesta de la prueba TAKS con el propósito de que los estudiantes lo firmen antes de que empiece la prueba. El juramento al que se hace mención viene enseguida en español.

Al firmar aquí, estoy de acuerdo en que no daré ni recibiré ningún tipo de ayuda que no esté autorizada durante la prueba. Comprendo que dar o recibir ayuda no autorizada durante la prueba es hacer trampa y podría ocasionar la invalidación de los resultados de mi prueba.

La “invalidación” do las resultados de la prueba significa que la prueba del estudiante no será calificada y, en consecuencia, el estudiante no recibirá ningún resultado.

La prueba TAKS es obligatoria de acuerdo con leyes estatales y federales. Los resultados de la prueba se utilizan para evaluar y mejorar el sistema de educación pública de los estudiantes de Texas. El juramento de honor es una de las medidas que el estado de Texas está tomando para asegurarse de que los resultados de la prueba de cada estudiante sea un indicador preciso de su desempeño académico. Existen otros programas de evaluación a nivel estatal, así como pruebas de admisión de algunas universidades, que incluyen juramentos de honor semejantes.

Le agradecemos con anticipación su apoyo para este nuevo procedimiento.

Atentamente,

Mehmet Basoglu
El coordinador de la prueba TAKS

